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Late on April 7, the sixth day of meetings in Sapoa, Nicaragua, to establish cease-fire zones for a
60-day truce which began informally on April 1, contra negotiators presented a 34-point proposal.
Among the contras' demands were that the Nicaraguan government terminate receipt of Soviet
bloc military aid during the truce; remove all its troops and civilian peasant farmers living in
resettlement camps in the zones before contra fighters enter them; permit the contras' displaced
peasant supporters to return to live in the cease-fire zones without harassment by Sandinista
authorities; allow the contras to replenish any ammunition they use up in "exercises" and defensive
actions while they are in the zones; and, order the Sandinista army to deactivate its land mines in
the zones, and pull back its artillery out of range of the zones. In most of the resettlement camps
mentioned above the Sandinista army has organized and armed militias for defense against the
contras. The latter have launched hundreds of attacks against these camps, claiming they are
Sandinista military outposts. In three earlier sessions last week in Sapoa the two sides agreed on the
outline of seven large cease-fire zones in northern, southern and eastern Nicaragua. According to
Aristides Sanchez, a director of the Nicaraguan Resistance, the contras also want to be resupplied by
air drops since they reportedly do not trust Sandinista troops to permit arrival of supplies by land.
On Thursday evening, Maj. Gen. Joaquin Cuadra, head of the Sandinista delegation in Sapoa, called
many of the contra points "positive" but said the government would "object to points which infringe
on our national sovereignty." In Sapoa, contra field commander Walter Calderon (aka "Tono")
announced the contras will free about 100 Sandinista prisoners April 12 in the northern mountain
hamlet of Wamblam, in Jinotega province. Deputy Foreign Minister Victor Hugo Tinoco, in a letter
sent Thursday to Organization of American States Secretary General Joao Baena Soares said no
US aid should be delivered through neighboring Honduras, where the contras' central command
and base camps are located. Soares is in charge of monitoring the cease-fire accord. In the letter,
Tinoco said the government would not permit the contras to receive communications equipment
in the zones, because it could be used for military purposes. The US aid package approved before
Easter includes $1.5 million for communications. The contras also articulated three "conditions" the
Nicaraguan government must meet before they agree to attend the negotiations for a permanent
cease-fire in Managua, scheduled to begin April 15. These conditions are that the cease-fire zones
be fully arranged; the opposition newspaper La Prensa be back in print; and, that their 55-man
delegation be permitted to move freely in Managua during their stay. April 8: Gen. Joaquin Cuadra
declared the talks to establish the cease-fire zones a "failure," and walked out of a meeting room in
Sapoa. Cuadra said he called off the talks when the contras asked for a three-day recess to discuss
a government proposal. The general called the contra negotiators "incompetent and incapable."
According to Cuadra, the discussion of cease-fire zones and their operating rules would be resumed
at the meeting tentatively scheduled for April 15 in Managua between delegations headed by
Adolfo Calero and Defense Minister Gen. Humberto Ortega. April 9: In a telephone interview from
Miami, Calero told Knight-Ridder Newspapers: "Right now, we're not planning to come to Managua
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on April 15...They have to renew the technical talks, and come to agreement, before we come to
Managua." (Basic data from Washington Post, Knight-Ridder Newspapers, AP)

-- End --
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